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Dulles’ Shadowy World

Ever since the Cuban in
debacle the word around |
ington has been that }
Dulles, director of the Cen!

ouf.
Now an impending‘éhange in
the top job of the cloak and dag-
ger. agency has heen confitmed
by the White House. However, ad-
ministration sources are ecareful
to point out that Mr. Dulles long
has-intended to retire hefore the
end of the year. He is 68,

Thus it will be difficult to

say, unless the President "

chooses to spell it out, whether
the CIA chief is being bounced
because of the Cuban affair or
is merely ending, in a normal
manner, & career of service o
his government. ‘

And that will be a familiar
state of affairs where Mr. Dulles
is concerned. Disagreemenfs on
his abilities and the quality of his
agency seem to come ez‘tsi—ly.

* # * :I{,‘f

After the ill- fated Cuban inva-
sion many eries went up for the
CTA chief’s scalp. Many obscrvers
of the national ‘and international
scenes, who are presumed to be
experts, put much. of the blame
for the failure on Mr. Dulles and

" his ageney.

Some of the more prohflc com-

. mentators listed CIA errors or

mishandling of affairs in many

. eorners of the world.

At the same time, Mr Dulles
found his defenders. Other ex-
perts, supposedly as well quah-
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telligence Agency, was o1l N‘m wayﬂ

réctor and listed the good work :
done by his agents in many
lands.

All of which leaves the common,
garden variety of expert, as well'
as the general publie, pretty bad-
ly eonfused on this subject off
Frankly, we!
don’t know which version is cor-

Allen W, Dulles.

rect.

)

L .

This confusion over the wvalue

of his sevvice is one of the penal-
ties whieh Mr. Dulles must pay:

for living and working in the
shadowy world of 1ntclhgence
operations, :

Tt is not pombfc for anyone
outside of government or, indeed,
for many persons within it, to goz
digging into the record to see
whether Mr. Dulles should be
classified as a hero or a bumbler!

~He has to take criticism without,
replying because of the sceret na-
ture of his work, Even the Presi-

dent cannot defend or condemn

him in- any but the most general

terms.

tinguished name; who is an ex-
: ample of a dedicated citizen
§ serving his country to the best
2 of his ability, comes to the end

3tion mark in the public mind.

1t can’t be otherwise and we,

suspect that the pian who has
headed the CIA through some very

~ difficult years, gracefully accepts

that fact. It's part of the gnm
game of mtelhp:encc

of, have praised the CIA di- |

§ And 5o a man who bears a dis-

‘§of his career with a great ques-



